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How Great is Our God?
How great is God?  No, seriously, stop!!!!  Reread the question and don’t let your mind 
spin away to another distraction!  Stop again!  Pause, clear your mind!  Now focus on 
both the question and your authentic, gut-honest response.  How great is God, the God, 
Yahweh, of the holy text?  How great is He in your life?  Here’s a challenge.  Reflect on 
the last month of your life.  Examine your thoughts, actions; recall your musings, medi-
tations, your dreams.  Of all of these, how big, how majestic, and how great was God 

during this time in YOUR life?  How often were you amazed at God’s character, His mercy, His grace?  
How often were you quiet, undistracted, and able to concentrate on the magnificence of God Almighty and 
His incredible attributes of power, wisdom, and holiness and the humbling realization that without God 
ordaining in His sovereign will, you would not take one more breath?

Today, the most prominent idolatry prevalent in North America is the stripping of God Almighty’s great-
ness and recreating Him in the image of man so that God loses the preeminence He deserves, and, there-
fore, humans ultimately worship a lesser god, a god of their own creation, a god they can define, manipu-
late, and control.  Often times this idolatrous worship is subtle but, nonetheless, the reduction is slow and 
steady, similar to the dripping from a leaky faucet as it deteriorates with time.  

How is this manifested in our daily lives?  Time devoted and given to God (and His church body) begins 
to lessen, dwindle, and slowly erodes to minimal commitment.  In God’s place and God’s space and God’s 
time busyness is birthed and fills that vacuum.  Activities, busy activities,--social networking, vacations, 
planning and thinking about vacations, social parties, gaming, sports, and even activities that now invade 
the Lord’s Day--all reduce essential time needed for God-time for us to “be still and know that He is God”- 
and eventually He, in our minds and actions, loses significance and priority and becomes, more or less, 
ultimately irrelevant.

Louis Giglio addresses this spiritual malaise in How Great is Our God?, a video that identifies a Biblical 
perspective of how great Yahweh really is by examining the incredible vastness and complexity of the 
universe that God Himself spoke/breathed into existence.  Amazing!  There are times when one needs 
to shut his/her mouth and kneel in awe!  Why then do we so struggle with minimizing the Creator of the 
Universe?  Mr. Giglio shares that “sin has a way of shrinking God down in our minds and puffing us up in 
our own estimation.”  Thus, in our minds, God’s spiritual mass is reduced to being equal to our limitations, 
and we reduce God and make an idol in our image.  Mr. Giglio offers that until he began to understand the 
greatness of God, his “praying had been advising God, correcting God, suggesting things to God, drawing 
diagrams for God, reviewing things with God, counseling God.”  Sound familiar?  Hit close to home?  At 
times I’m guilty!

It is time to stop again, time to reexamine/analyze our priorities, to reflect on how much time we are fo-
cusing on God’s very spoken words, time to ask if our activities are mirroring obedience/commitment to a 
huge, holy God!  It is time to listen to and act upon the desires of the King of the Universe.  We must end 
the self-centered rationalizing, repent of our sin, cease idolatry, and uplift the Name of the one, true Living 
God.  

In Christ Jesus,

Mr. Wagenaar



Seahawks 12th man

The 2nd graders won 3rd place in a Seahawks 12th 
man contest sponsored by Columbia Bank.  The honor 

awarded them a pizza party on their 100th day of school, in 
which they chowed down 6 pizzas and guzzled two bottles 
of Sprite!

JR HIGH BOYS BASKETBALL

This year we had a dedicated group of guys turn 
out to play basketball.  This was my first year as 
head coach, so planning practices for 17 players 
was a new experience. We usually kept things roll-
ing with lots of scrimmages and drills.  Most of the 
other schools we played had three teams, so of-
ten we were split, which meant plenty of playing 
time for everyone.  Mr. Dykstra assisted by keep-
ing the players on task and coaching a team when 
we divided into A and B squads.  Some have been 
playing basketball their whole lives; for others, it 
was the first time they’d been on a team.  Every-
one meshed very well and did a great job cheering 
each other on during games.  I was also very im-
pressed with the boys’ conduct during the games.  
It could have been easy to get lost in the moment, 
but instead of blowing their lids, the guys were very 
respectful all season long and even received the 
Sportsmanship Award from the league.  It’s been 
an interesting and exhausting experience to both 
coach and teach all of these boys over the past 
few years, but when all is said and done, it’s been a 
fun ride.  I appreciate the opportunity to work with 
these guys, and I wish them all the best, especially 
as many of them move on to play high school ball 
next year.  Blessings, Coach Bleyenberg.

JR HIGH GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Sunnyside Christian School Lady Knights 
Jr. High basketball team consists of 6th-8th 
grade girls. These girls make up the A and B 
teams.  Both teams have won a couple of 
games and also lost some,  but that does not 
dull our spirits.  The B team generally consists of 
the younger players.  Some of the things that 
the B team practices are ball handling, pass-
ing and blocking out.  The A team consists of 
the older girls, and we’ve been working on 
jumping with the ball, fast breaking, full court 
pressing and learning the plays.  Our coach-
es are Mr. Martin and Mr. Candanoza.  They 
are working us hard, but we are enjoying it. 

We set a new record this school year by collecting 
16,341 BOXTOPS for Education.  SCS will be receiv-
ing a check for $1,631.10 from General Mills.  Every 
year there is a class competition and here are the 
results: 1st place honors go to Kindergarten with 
128 BOXTOPS/student;  2nd place goes to the 5th 
graders with 100 BOXTOPS/student.  Please con-
tinue to save your BOXTOPS for they are worth 10 
cents of “free money” for SCS.  Thank you to ev-
eryone who has helped by saving their BOXTOPS 
for Sunnyside Christion.  It is a wonderful blessing!
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SCS 2nd Annual K-12th Christmas Concert/Program
   

The Christmas Concert focused on the birth of our Lord and Savior with the students singing songs such 
as “On a Cold Christmas Night,” “One Small Child,” and “Born that We May Have Life.”  The concert’s 
finale, “Old Hundredth Psalm Tune” was sung by all the students and played by the high school band.  
The parents were also able to join the students in the last verse, praising our Lord with the words, “To 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.....Be praise and glory evermore.  Amen.”  To God be the Glory.  

SCHS FALL DRAMA PRODUCTION

 

This fall, SCHS was invited to collaborate with Sunnyside High School on the fall production of “Peter Pan:  
The Musical.”  Candace Bosma was excited to co-direct with Corey Murphey, and she was excited for 
SCHS students to have the chance to experience theater in a larger “big budget” and professional setting.  
Several students auditioned and earned lead roles.  It turns out that our kids can SING!  Lisa Leyendekker 
was Peter Pan, Tim Foster was Captain Hook, and Hannah Bos was Tinker Bell.  Other SCS students invov-
led in the production were Tanner Foster, Betsy Knotts, and Emma Schmahl from the high school, and Jaki 
Schmahl, Ryan Schmahl, and Violet Bosma from the elementary school.

The show turned out GREAT! Our students befriended many new students and displayed their God-given 
talents.  The production was a huge success, and we look forward to collaborating again in the future.

The SCHS drama program will be performing a spring production on our own, so look for details in the 
near future.
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 Memorials
 We gratefully acknowledge these 

memorial gifts.  Thank you to all who 
remembered loved ones this way.  

Anne Besteman

Gerrit Stoker

Victor Feldman

Clarence Friend

Jerry Haak

Pearl  Seebeck

BOOSTER CLUB
Make Plans to Attend the

34th Annual
SCS Booster Club Auction

Saturday, May 3

Silent Auction

Dutch Pantry/Baked Goods
 

Coffee Carte

        Dinner

     Live Auction  

   Kids’ Activities

BLOOM WHERE YOU ARE PLANTED…
GROWING TOGETHER IN JESUS’ LOVE
“But grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
To Him be glory both now and forever! 

Amen.”  2 Peter 3:18 NIV

THRIFT STORE

       Spring Cleaning?
Sunnyside Christian Thrift 
Shop is a great place to 
donate your gently used 
treasures. Currently our 
customers are looking for 

antique & costume jewelry, vintage linens, 
furniture and craft supply items.  House-
wares and seasonal home décor are al-
ways in demand.  Our biggest selling item 
is clothing - women & children’s clothing.  
Our customers are looking for the latest 
styles at prices they can afford.  Remem-
ber all your donations are tax deductible 
and proceeds from the sale of your items 
help support Sunnyside Christian School. 
(NO mattresses or box springs, please) 

Our scrip program is a 
great way to reduce the 
cost of tuition for your stu-
dents, or you can choose 
to support a school pro-
gram.  Each April a Scrip 

Payout is made to SCS on behalf of our 
Scrip families and supporters.  For more in-
formation about our Scrip Program, please 
contact Diane Plooster or Cassie Dalrymple 
at (509)839-4839.

Don’t forget E-cycle!  This 
great program has raised 
several thousand dollars over 

the past few years.  So dust off your old PCs, 
TVs, laptops and monitors!  We’ll take them 
and turn them into cash for SCS.  (No print-
ers, please)

Our store hours are Monday-Friday, 9:30 am. to 
6:00 pm, and Saturdays, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm!
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Now you can show your Knight pride on 
your car or truck! These window decals are 
made of high quality, white vinyl that will 
withstand being on the outside of your vehicle 
window for up to six years! 

The black lines on the designs to the right 
are white vinyl with the rest of the design 
being cut out. All designs are 5 inches at the 
widest part.

The SCS Foundation is selling the decals 
to raise money for the endowment, and to 
increase awareness of the Foundation. 

Also available is white lettering that says, 
“SUNNYSIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL.” The  
decal is just under 12 inches wide.

The decals are $10 each or 3 for $25. 
They are available in the SCS elementary 
office or in the SCS Foundation office. 
Call or text Laura Eisenga at  
509-830-1894 for those needing shipping 
information.

Come Golf With Us!
Register your teams today!

Come join the SCS Foundation on June 7, 2014, for 
their 20th Annual Golf Tournament. The Tourna-

ment will be held at Sunnyside’s Black Rock Creek Golf 
Course. We are looking forward to a great tournament, so 
put together your team and register today! Forms will be 
mailed to previous golfers or download your registration 
form at www.sunnysidechristianschool.org/foundation. 

You don’t need to be a great golfer to win prizes. Prizes 
will be awarded for Longest Drive, KPs and Longest Putt. 
Everyone who golfs will be included in an additional draw-
ing for prizes! Teams from each of the following categories will also be eligible for prizes: Men’s Teams, Women’s Teams, 
Couple’s Teams, and Senior Teams (55+). 

Do you know of a business that would like to be a Hole Sponsor? Each Hole Sponsor will have a sign placed next to a hole 
on the course. They are also included in our advertisements in the Torchlight and Daily Sun News. Contact the Foundation 
office at 837-2050 or visit www.sunnysidechristianschool.org/golftournament for more information. 

Knights Window Decals

The SCS Foundation gratefully  
acknowledges memorial gifts 
given in memory of Jake Van 

Oostrum, Nettie Cleveringa, Marie 
Kaptein, Jerry Haak, Clarence 

Friend, and Kathryne Smith. Thank 
you to all who remember loved 

ones in this way.

Honoring Family in 
Paver Plaza 
If you’ve been looking for a way 

to honor your family’s history 
at Sunnyside Christian School, then 
the Paver Plaza is your answer! 
There are four different sized 
stones available, ranging from $150 
- $1,000. Those who have served 
SCS as a teacher, bus driver, janitor, 
Board member, Foundation Board 
member, etc, will have items de-
picting their service on their paver. 

There are several memorial pav-
ers in the plaza, which is a great 
way to honor a loved one. There 
are also several pavers celebrating 
current and past students. 

You are encouraged to customize 
and personalize your paver with 
Bible verses or other ideas. 

Need help planning your paver? 
Call Laura Eisenga at the SCS Foun-
dation office at 837-2050 or email 
her at scfoundation@embarqmail.
com. Together, we will put to-
gether a paver that will honor your 
loved ones. 

We will be placing an order by 
the end of the school year, so make 
sure your paver is ordered for our 
summer installation!
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Student of the Month

  December:  Joel Martin, Junior

January: Sarah Tyhuis, Sophomore

February: Daylraye Hutchinson, Sophomore

Second Quarter Most Improved:
Kailyn Tovar, Junior

UNION GOSPEL MISSION

On December 17, the Sunnyside Christian High School stu-
dent body went to the Yakima Union Gospel Mission.  The 
Mission leaders soon divided the students into groups, and 
it was time to get to work.  One group went to the UGM’s 
thrift store, The Olde Lighthouse Shoppe.  Another group 
began wrapping personal hygiene presents for residents, 
while another group was handed buckets, mops and rags 
to wash windows and clean the kitchen area.  Yet another 
group headed to the warehouse to sort through bins of 
donated toys.  These toys had been returned to stores, and 
our students had to decide if the toys could still be used.  
Those that were not were stripped from their packaging for 
recycling.  Our students proved to be efficient workers; as 
soon as they were finished with a job, they were ready for 
more work.  Praise God for our gifts and talents in helping 
others!

SCS SCHOOL HOT LUNCHES

For many years, the junior class has served a hot lunch 
to our school as a fundraiser for their CloseUp trip.  This 
is a trip to Washington, D.C. that juniors have the op-
tion to attend during Spring Break of their junior year.  
On the trip, the students meet up with several hundred 
other students from around the country.  Together, they 
tour the city, learn about and engage in civic life, and 
meet with government representatives.  There are pizza 
lunches provided for purchase for the entire school on 
Tuesdays and Fridays.  On Wednesdays, the students sell 
hotdogs, nachos, chili, and chicken nuggets to grades 
1-8.  Please consider helping our junior class travel to 
Washington, D.C., by supporting our hot lunch program!
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2013-2014 Banner Boosters:
Ace Hardware      DeLaval Dairy Service   Smith Funeral Home
Ag Pro Repair & Fabrication    Excel Dairy Service, Inc.   Sunny Smile Orthodontics
American West Bank     Farmers Equipment   Sunnyside Tire Factory
Animal Health International    Halverson Northwest Law  SunnySpot Carwash
Argus Insurance    Group, P.C.    Swofford & Halma Clinic
Banner Bank      Hiway Fruit     Toppenish Livestock, Inc.
Beltman Construction, Inc.    Integrity Driving School   Valley Hay, Inc.
Bi-Rite Lumber Co.      Jeffery E. Matson, CPA   Valley Hills Funeral Home
Bleyhl Farm Service     Kinter Electric, Inc.   Valley Lanes
Bob Hall Financial      Long & Son     Valley Racquet Club
Bos Refrigeration      Lower Valley Machine Shop  Valley Truck Repair
C. Speck Motors      Newhouse Dairy Custom  Van de Graaf Ranches, Inc.
Cargill Animal Nutrition   Bagging    White & Company, CPA
Columbia Bank      Orange Dairy Service   Wilbur-Ellis
Davis Pump & Electric        RDO Equipment Co.   Yakima Valley Chiropractic

The Knights’ Varsity Boys Basketball team 
enjoyed another excellent season.  After 
winning their fifteenth league title (8-2) in the 
past 18 years, the boys advanced through 
Districts and qualified for the Regional 
Tournament, where they lost to Colton at 
Eisenhower High School in Yakima.  God 
blessed the team with safety and Chris-
tian fellowship throughout the winter cam-
paign.  Congratulations to all team mem-
bers, but especially to our five seniors: Brant 
Bosma, Dylan Cervantes, Cody Gamboa, 
Wyatt Hoff, and Drew Scheenstra.  Thank 
you, parents, schoolmates, fans, and other 
supporters for your encouragement and 
prayers.  Special congratulations to Brant 
Bosma, Drew Scheenstra, and Joel Martin, 
who were selected to the all-league op-
ponent team.  To God be the Glory for a 
special season filled with great memories. 

 Coach  Bosma

For the first time in 12 years the Lady Knights will 
not be going to the state playoffs in Spokane.  We 
lost our final regional game against a very athletic 
and talented Tekoa-Oaksdale team 50-44.  It was 
a nip and tuck ballgame with 11 lead changes 
and when the final buzzer sounded, they had 
more points than we did.  We had a great season, 
winning all our non-league games, undefeated 
in league, district champions and were 23-0 go-
ing into our final game.  Thank you seniors, Brit-
tany Broersma, Stormee Van Belle, and Micki Wil-
liams for four years of hard work and dedication 
to the Lady Knights basketball program. You will 
be missed next year, but we know God has other 
great things in store for you.  We are planning on 
having 5 eighth graders join the program next year 
so hopefully we can get back to having some type 
of a junior varsity schedule.  We’ve worked hard 
and spent hundreds of hours in the gym, traveled 
thousands of miles together, and made it safely 
through another season.  Thank you Coaches 
Cara Shephard and Woodie Jones, for your assis-
tance this season.  Thank you also to those who 
helped with statistics, water, towels, etc. Before 
every game we pray for safety and that we may 
be Christian witnesses out on the court.  God has 
answered that prayer.  May God bless each and 
everyone of you.  Coach Smeenk

7



Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 4

Elementary School
Grades PreK - 8
811 North Ave
Sunnyside, WA 98944
(509)837-3044
scoffice1@embarqmail.com

High School
Grades 9-12
1820 Sheller Rd
Sunnyside, WA 98944
(509)837-8995
sunnysidehs4@embarqmail.com

Sunnyside Christian School Foundation
811 North Avenue
Sunnyside, WA 98944
(509)837-2050
scfoundation@embarqmail.com

www.sunnysidechristianschool.org
www.scsfoundation.com

                   KINDERGARTEN CLASS           PRESCHOOL CLASS

These Kindergarteners are excited to invite next year’s class to Kindergarten Round-Up! On Friday, April 
25, from 8:30-11:00, your child will interact with Mrs. Long and participate in fun activities.  All children who 
will be five years old on or before August 31 are invited to attend.  Kindergarten Round-Up provides an 
excellent opporturnity for parents to experience the blessings of a Christian education.  Attending the 
Round-Up does not commit a family to attend Sunnyside Christian School.  If you would like your child to 
attend, please contact the school office at 837-3044.  If you know of someone who would like a call or an 
invitation, please call or email Laura Eisenga at 830-1894/laura.eisenga@sunnysidechristianschool.org.

Join the fun at Preschool Preview Day!  Your three and four year-olds are invited to Mrs. Hughes’ class-
room for a time of exploring and learning on April 22, from 8:30 to 10:30.  We would love to have your 
child join us and discover the possibilities for next year.  Call the school office (837-3044) to sign up.
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